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. for the summit.    We all had a nip of Kivseh from the guide's
flask and waited half frozen in the bitter cold.   By vote it was
then decided to descend.   A fierce snow-storm had sprung up
which made further progress impossible.    As it proved after-
wards, the guide very wisely decided not to press on.    We
descended rapidly to the pack-dump, discovering that the sick
party had erected a three-sided bivouac and were quite comfort-
able.   The film man aud Snappy then got busy and considerably
added to the cold from which we already suffered.   We have no
ambitions to film stars in the snow.   This had occurred during
a gleam of hope in the weather, but within a few minutes a
terrible blizzard swept across the landscape.   Our party staggered
downwards through the blinding snow.    Our faces and legs
were lashed as with a whip by driving snow, ice, and shale.   We
groped our way dragging each other along to the Thcoclulc Hut,
into which we all crept.   The hut was neither in occupation nor
repair, but there was a small party of masons who were engaged
upon repairing the frontier cairn sheltering inside.    We all
pressed our way in aud remained shivering and drenched to the
skin for some 20 minutes.   We quickly decided on the guide's
advice that it would be best to make our descent to Brieul at
once, so we bade a hurried good-bye to Filmy, Photo Bits, and
our guide, and commenced our descent across the snow and
rocks, slipping and sliding until we reached the grassy slopes
above Brieul, some 3000 feet below.   Oar descent was extremely
rapid, taking i J hours to reach Brieul.   The weather now began
to clear up, and the sun for short periods came through.   We
made a good pace down the Chatillon Valley to Valtournanche.
That we had crossed from Switzerland to the softer climes of
sunny Italy was at once evident.   The bright colours in the dress
of the inhabitants, the stucco walls, the softer scenery with its
acacias, poplars, and cypresses and the narrow streets, all brought
to us the Italy of our imagination.   Some part of our clothes at
any rate dried on our bodies, and on reaching the Hotel Royal
at 11.30 we found that the proprietor had made all in readiness
for our visit.   We were given excellent rooms in the annexe, two
in each bed, each bed being 3 feet wide, the mattresses being
convex in shape.   The whole party came in within half an hour,
and after a wash and shave did justice to an excellent meal, the
first since leaving Leuk.    Italian cookery much appreciated.
Spent the afternoon sleeping.   Our clothes, which had been hung
out to dry, were subjected to a very violent and continuous rain-